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Cairo: Criminalizing Victims 

Resorting to litigation to seek resolution of disputes and redress is a legitimate right guaranteed by 
law; however, this right is violated when the judiciary ultimately impedes the delivery of justice. 
Justice cannot be served without an independent judiciary.  
 
These lessons are being confirmed for displaced residents of Duwaiqa, a popular neighborhood on 
the eastern edge of historic Cairo. They have been forcibly displaced from their homes for the second 
time after the deadly Duwaiqa rockslide of 2008. Recently, officials threatened them with eviction, and 
then actually evicted them from the alternative housing provided them after the disaster.  
 
The Cairo Governorate had ordered them removed to a housing project called "Pyramid City," far 
from their source of livelihood on the remote western periphery of Greater Cairo, in the Sixth of 
October City satellite town. There the Cairo Governorate reportedly paid the exaggerated price of 
L.E.78,000 per housing unit, estimated at only 22 square meters (m2). The beneficiary of this deal is 
the Orascom company, the contracting, computer, importing, manufacturing, telecommunications and 
tourism conglomerate controlled by the Sawiris family. 
 
It is unreasonable for whole households to live within such a tiny space. In the aftermath of the 2008 
tragedy, the displaced families had negotiated with Cairo Governorate officials  to provide alternative 
housing in eastern Cairo with a floor space of 63m2. The Duwaiqa families only consented to that 
provisional alternative housing, with its lack of secure tenure, to escape the horror they had been 
enduring in disaster-prone Duwaiqa. The affected families resided there for more than three years, 
until the Governorate found buyers for that property. 
 
That was when they were surprised by the Orascom lawyer informing them recently of the Public 
Prosecutor’s decision forcibly to evict the people. In April, the Governorate removed and transported 
an undisclosed number of families into the company's tiny units sight unseen, which apparently are 
disused shelters originally built for itinerant workers. While it is not known exactly how many Duwaiqa 
families are affected, but they form part of a larger wave of roughly 5,000 impoverished Cairo 
inhabitants resettled in various housing projects in the satellite city since 2011. 
 
These units remain part of the Orascom compound, where company guards have enforced a ban 
against the intended inhabitants bringing their furniture through the security gates into the units. 
Although approving of the real-estate deal with the Governorate, Oroscom Executive Board Member 
Samih Sawiris is quoted as explaining “we will not allow a slum to develop inside our compound.” 
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Despite some 130 Duwaiqa families’ recent ten-day sit-in in front of the Cairo Governorate, authorities 
registered no response to the protesters’ pleas. Nor did the families find respite from oppression at 
the hands of unscrupulous dealers who are squandering resources for supposed slum development. 
 
The Egyptian Center for Legislative and Civic Reform (ECLCR) deplores the violations suffered by 
some of the peaceful protesters demanding their right to decent housing, skirmishes by staff of the 
Cairo Governorate, and resulting arrest of 24 protesters, including two women and a minor (four later 
released). Security forces accused them of assaulting civil servants and damaging public property (a 
vehicle belonging to the Governorate), as well as illegal assembly and “inciting a riot.” Both the 
effected population and their lawyers have endured a series of violations in the continually security-
obsessed scenario, as the authorities’ only response to social issues. ECLCR further condemns: 

 The authorities’ use of force to break up the Duwaiqa families’ sit-in and deliberately causing 
friction, in order to portray the evicted citizens, as usual, as a gang of unruly partisans; 

 The arrest and detention of the displaced suspects in the Central Security (CS) camp at al-
Darrasa, which is the headquarters of illegal detentions; and 

 The irresponsible conduct of the Ministry of Interior from the beginning of the investigations, 
imposing an intensive security cordon around the court on 29 April to prevent the families of 
the accused from entering the courtroom, as well as imposing squads of Central Security 
forces inside the court, preventing the defendants from communicating with their lawyers. 

 
The breaches against the Duwaiqa residents did not end with the Interior Ministry, but have extended 
to the judiciary also, whereas: 

 The prosecutor refused to refer the accused to forensic examination as required to establish 
the nature of their injuries and signs of torture suffered during their four days in CS custody; 

 The judge’s collaboration in that breach, as well as his banishing the defendants’ relatives 
outside the court during the trial. 

 In the course of the examination, the judge asked the defendants why they did not just go to 
the Cairo Governorate General Secretary Major General Muhammad Bandari. This oblique 
reference to the governor raises a big question mark about the connection between the head 
of the Governorate’s military administration and the judge hearing the case over Governorate 
employee scuffles with the Duwaiqa defendants. The perceived bias became stronger, 
especially after the judge remanded the accused to another fifteen days detention. 

 
This specific case reveals the endemic failure of local-government institutions in Egypt to ensure 
respect, protection and fulfillment of human rights, but rather highlight: 

 Public servants’ open contempt for impoverished constituents; 

 Deliberate and institutionalized obstacles to impoverished citizens’ participation in decisions 
affecting their living conditions, thus deepening their deprivation; 

 The lack of any policy-based standard of adequate housing, or other development criteria; 

 The military nature of local governance; 

 Judges’ habitual resort to gratuitous and lengthy pretrial detentions, despite their severe cost 
to defendants, their families, communities and the general public; 

 Doubt as to the presumed integrity, competence and independence of the judiciary. 
 
Egyptians ask how long they have to remain subject to the State’s pursuit of policies and measures 
that degrade citizens’ dignity and violate the human rights enshrined in international conventions? 
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